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MINOR PROJECT MODIFICATION 
 

 

 
 

SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

  
 

Minor Project Modification Number: 018 Date:  6/22/12 

Project Title: Calaveras Dam Replacement Project 

EP Case No./Project No. 2005.0161E/CUW37401 

MPM Prepared By: Kerry O’Neill, ECCM 

MPM Triggered By:   RFD   PCO Other:   SFPUC Request 

Landowner: SFPUC   

Vegetative Cover/Land Use: Non Native Grassland 
and Woodland Net Acreage Affected:  

2.05 non-native 
grassland and 2.05 
woodland 

Modification to:   Mitigation Measure:    Other:  FEIR Project 
Description 

  Permit:  USFWS B.O. 81420-2009-F-1339 and CDFG 2081- 
2010-033-03 

 
Detailed Description of Minor Project Modification: 
The SFPUC is requesting a minor project modification (MPM) to expand the left abutment excavation to address 
existing geological issues and to eliminate a safety issue at this location (Photo 1). During construction of the left 
abutment excavation (i.e., cut slope) it was determined that the slope geology (i.e., slide planes and trembler 
standstone) creates a hazardous situation for the workers on and below the left abutment excavation. Modification 
of the slope is needed to remove the temblor sandstone and layback the slope to approximately 2:1. Correction of 
the geological problem will require an extra workspace increase in order to layback the slope from its current design 
at 1.3:1 to an approximate 2:1 design which will require an additional 4.1 acres of extra workspace (i.e., 2.05 acres 
each of oak woodland and grassland) (see Figure 1). An equal area of like grassland habitat and oak woodland will 
be reduced to produce a like-for-like exchange of acreage (i.e., expansion/reduction) for the oak woodland and 
grassland habitat (4.1 acres). Figure 2 shows the project limit and the 2.05-acre area to be exchanged for the 
grassland at Staging Area 11 (reduction). Figure 3 shows the project limit and the 2.05-acre areas to be exchanged 
for the oak woodland along the Disposal 7 haul route (reduction). 
 
During construction of the left abutment excavation (i.e., cut slope) it was determined that the slope geology (i.e., 
slide planes) creates a hazardous situation for the workers on and below the left abutment excavation. Currently 
construction activities have been halted in this area due to safety concerns. This slope grade modification will 
remove most of the highly disturbed and highly weathered weak Temblor Sandstone. The slope modification will 
also minimize the elevated worker safety risk associated with the existing steeper cut slope. This modification will 
require additional work area at the top of the cut slope as the slope is laid back to the revised 2:1 slope.   
 
Additionally, the wildlife exclusion fence will be installed to encompass the additional workspace at the left 
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abutment excavation. The new wildlife exclusion fencing will be extended to connect to the existing wildlife 
exclusion fencing near this location as illustrated on Figure 1. 
   
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS    
Impacts for the additional workspace at the left abutment excavation would include permanent disturbance of non-
native annual grassland and upland woodland, which is potential California red-legged frog upland/dispersal habitat 
(FEIR Figure 4.4.6) and Alameda whipsnake dispersal habitat (FEIR Figure 4.4.9).  No wetland features, waters or 
special status plant species occur in the proposed extra workspaces.  
 
Attachments: 
Photo 1 – Left abutment excavation 
Figure 1 – Left abutment addition. 
Figure 2 – Staging Area 11 grassland reduction (2.05-acre) 
Figure 3 – Disposal Site 7 haul route oak woodland reduction (2.05-acre) 

Biological   No Resources Present      Resources Present        NA      

Previous Biological Survey Report Reference: 
The proposed extra workspace is within the study area analyzed in the Calaveras Dam Replacement Project FEIR.   

Cultural   No Resources Present      Resources Present      Within Project APE 

  NA (paved/graveled area and no ground disturbance) 
Previous Cultural Survey Report Reference: 
FEIR Section 4.10 – Archaeological Survey Report (ASR) (ETJV 2008) and Historic Resources Inventory 
Evaluation Report (HRIER) (JRP 2007). 
 
Conditions of Approval or Reasons for Denial 

Existing wildlife exclusion fencing shall be relocated prior to construction activities in the additional extra workspace 
with a biological monitor present. Contractor shall implement measures in California Department of Fish and Game 
(CDFG) Incidental Take Permit amendment (Permit Amendment) for this work (2081-2010-033-030) as well as any 
additional conditions from USFWS per the project’s Biological Opinion. Contractor shall also amend the project’s 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan to include the additional extra workspaces. 
 
EP approval subject to written approval of this modified project activity by CDFG and USFWS, including explicit 
approval of the “like-for-like” exchange of habitat acreage described above, and subject any additional conditions 
stipulated by CDFG and USFWS in their approval. A copy of the CDFG Permit Amendment and USFWS 
concurrence shall be forwarded to EP’s CEQA Compliance Coordinator. 

SFPUC Required Signatures for Environmental Approval:   

 ECCM: Kerry O’Neill   Date: 6/25/12 

                                      Approved         Approved with Conditions (see conditions above)         Denied 

SFPUC agrees that Contractor will abide by the mitigation measures detailed in the CEQA document and project 
permit requirements and have appropriate Specialty Environmental Monitors present where required. 

Charge Code: CUW37401 
 
EP Required Signatures for Approval:   

 Signee: Steven H. Smith  Date: 6/25/12 

                                     Approved        Approved with Conditions (see conditions above)         Denied 
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CEQA 
SECTION APPLICABLE 

(Y) Define Potential Impact 
or 

(N) Briefly Explain Why CEQA Section isn’t Applicable 

Geology, Soils 
and Seismicity 

 Y Although there would be no new significant geology, soil or seismicity 
impacts beyond those analyzed in the FEIR, this project modification will 
remedy unstable geologic conditions at the left abutment excavation (i.e., 
slide planes and Temblor Sandstone) that create a hazardous situation for 
the workers on and below the left abutment excavation. 

  N 

Hazardous 
Materials and 

Waste 

 Y There would be no hazardous material or waste impacts beyond those 
identified in the FEIR. 

 N 

Hydrology 
 Y There would be no new significant hydrology or water quality impacts 

beyond those analyzed in the FEIR.  

 N 

Cultural 
Resources 

 Y Although there would be no new cultural resource impacts beyond those 
identified in the FEIR the project will implement mitigation measure 5.10.1 
for discoveries of human remains and associated or unassociated funerary 
objects and 5.10.2 Archaeological Measure II: Accidental Discovery 
Measures. 

 N 

Traffic and 
Circulation 

 Y There would be no new traffic and circulation impacts beyond those 
identified in the FEIR. 

 N 

Air Quality 
 Y There would be no new air quality impacts beyond those identified in the 

FEIR. 

 N 

Noise and 
Vibration 

 Y 
There will not be additional new significant noise and vibration impacts 
beyond what was analyzed in the FEIR. . 

 N 

Visual 
Resources 

 Y There would be no new significant visual resource impacts beyond those 
analyzed in the FEIR. Impacts of construction activities on scenic vistas, 
scenic resources, and visual character when viewed from the Sunol 
Wilderness (i.e., impact 4.11.1) were determined to be Significant and 
Unavoidable (temporary). Impacts of site disturbance on scenic vistas, 
scenic resources, and visual character when viewed from the Sunol 
Wilderness (i.e., impact 4.11.2) for the grading the excavated area of 
Observation Hill (i.e., left abutment excavation) were analyzed and per the 
FEIR analysis determined that it would permanently alter the profiles of 
these features when viewed from the Sunol Wilderness. These impacts 
were also determined to have a significant impact on scenic vistas from the 
park and on scenic resources and the visual character of the dam site and 
its surroundings. The incremental increased workspace for the left abutment 
excavation will be visible from the Sunol Wilderness and the impacts will be 
the same for those analyzed for grading the excavated area of Observation 
Hill although the incremental increase of workspace for the left abutment 
excavation will generally not be discernible by viewers as it is contiguous to 
the approved left abutment excavation.  
 
 

 N 
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Vegetation and 
Wildlife 

  Y 
There would be a “like-for-like” exchange of non-native grassland habitat 
which is potential California red-legged frog upland/dispersal habitat (FEIR 
Figure 4.4.6) and Alameda whipsnake woodland or annual grassland 
contiguous to scrub/shrub habitat (FEIR Figure 4.4.9) for the expansion of 
the left abutment excavation. The reduction of workspace at Staging Area 
11 would be a “like-for-like” exchange for the non-native grassland habitat.  
Like-for-like exchange for the oak woodland impacted will occur along the 
haul route for Disposal Site 7. Additionally, applicable mitigation measures 
including 5.4.1 Avoidance and Minimization Measures (i.e., 5.4.1a and 
5.4.1b) and 5.4.3 Compensation Measures will be implemented to reduce 
impacts to less than significant.   

 N 
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MINOR PROJECT MODIFICATION 
 

 

 
 

SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

  
 

Minor Project Modification Number: 019 Date:  6/29/12 

Project Title: Calaveras Dam Replacement Project 

EP Case No./Project No. 2005.0161E/CUW37401 

MPM Prepared By: Kerry O’Neill, ECCM 

MPM Triggered By:   RFD   PCO Other:   SFPUC Request 

Landowner: SFPUC   

Vegetative Cover/Land Use: Non Native Grassland  Net Acreage Affected:  0  

Modification to:   Mitigation Measure:    Other:  FEIR Project 
Description 

  Permit:  USFWS B.O. 81420-2009-F-1339 and CDFG 2081- 
2010-033-03 

 
Detailed Description of Minor Project Modification: 
The SFPUC is requesting a minor project modification (MPM) to develop a disposal site (i.e., Disposal Site 10) 
(Figure 1) to store excess materials (approx. 2 million cubic yards) removed from the left abutment excavation. This 
material, when feasible (i.e., acceptable geologic composition), is intended to be removed from Disposal Site 10 
and used for the new dam construction. This excess material is being removed from the left abutment to address 
existing geological issues and to reduce a safety issue at the left abutment excavation. An equal area of like 
grassland habitat will be reduced to produce a like-for-like exchange of acreage (i.e., expansion/reduction) for the 
grassland habitat (10 acres). Figure 1 shows the project limit and the 10-acre area to be exchanged for the 
grassland at three (3) other areas on the project as follows: 1.) Staging Area 11 will be reduced by 2.35 acres of 
grassland, 2.) Barge Access Area will be reduced by 4.35 acres of grassland, and 3.) Marsh Connector Road will 
be reduced by 3.3 acres of grassland. 
 
Additionally, the wildlife exclusion fence will be installed at Disposal Site 10. The new wildlife exclusion fencing will 
be extended to connect to the existing wildlife exclusion fencing near this location as illustrated on Figure 1. 
 
Justification: 
During construction of the left abutment excavation (i.e., cut slope) it was determined that an additional 
approximate two million cubic yards of material would need to be removed because the slope geology (i.e., highly 
fractured rock) that create a hazardous situation for the workers on and below the left abutment excavation. 
Although there are other disposal sites they cannot accommodate the amount of storage space needed for the 
excess materials removed from the left abutment excavation. Additionally, Disposal Site 10 due to its close 
proximity to both the left abutment excavation and the new dam site will help to minimize the haul distances. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS    
Impacts for the additional workspace at Disposal Site 10 would include permanent disturbance of non-native annual 
grassland, which is potential California red-legged frog upland/dispersal habitat (FEIR Figure 4.4.6) and Alameda 
whipsnake dispersal habitat (FEIR Figure 4.4.9).  Because Disposal Site 10 does not provide habitat for California 
Tiger Salamander, with the exchange (reduction) of acreage from the Barge Access and Marsh Connector Road 
areas, there will be an overall reduction of impacts on California tiger salamander upland/dispersal habitat of 7.65 
acres. No wetland features, waters or special status plant species occur in the proposed extra workspaces.  
 
Attachments: 
Figure 1: Project Overview Map with Project Modifications 
 
Figure 2: Alameda whipsnake habitat with Project Modifications  
 
Figure 3: California tiger salamander habitat with Project Modifications  
 
Figure 4: California red-legged frog habitat with Project Modifications  

Biological   No Resources Present      Resources Present        NA      

Previous Biological Survey Report Reference: 
The proposed extra workspace is within the study area analyzed in the Calaveras Dam Replacement Project FEIR.   

Cultural   No Resources Present      Resources Present      Within Project APE 

  NA (paved/graveled area and no ground disturbance) 
Previous Cultural Survey Report Reference: 
FEIR Section 4.10 – Archaeological Survey Report (ASR) (ETJV 2008) and Historic Resources Inventory 
Evaluation Report (HRIER) (JRP 2007). 
 
 
Conditions of Approval or Reasons for Denial 

Existing wildlife exclusion fencing shall be relocated prior to construction activities as shown on Figure 1 with a 
biological monitor present. Contractor shall implement measures in California Department of Fish and Game 
(CDFG) Incidental Take Permit amendment (Permit Amendment) for this work (2081-2010-033-030) as well as any 
additional conditions from USFWS per the project’s Biological Opinion. Contractor shall also amend the project’s 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan to include the additional extra workspaces. Prior to disposal of excess 
material in Disposal Site 10, 6-inches of topsoil shall be stripped and stockpiled for restoration of the site following 
construction at this location. 
 
EP approval subject to written approval of this modified project activity by CDFG and USFWS, including explicit 
approval of the “like-for-like” exchange of habitat acreage described above, and subject any additional conditions 
stipulated by CDFG and USFWS in their approval. A copy of the CDFG Permit Amendment and USFWS 
concurrence shall be forwarded to EP’s CEQA Compliance Coordinator. 

SFPUC Required Signatures for Environmental Approval:   

 ECCM: Kerry O’Neill   Date: 6/29/12 

                                      Approved         Approved with Conditions (see conditions above)         Denied 

SFPUC agrees that Contractor will abide by the mitigation measures detailed in the CEQA document and project 
permit requirements and have appropriate Specialty Environmental Monitors present where required. 

Charge Code: CUW37401 
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EP Required Signatures for Approval:   

 Signee: Steven H. Smith  Date: 7/11/12 

                                     Approved        Approved with Conditions (see conditions above)         Denied 
 
 
 

CEQA 
SECTION APPLICABLE 

(Y) Define Potential Impact 
or 

(N) Briefly Explain Why CEQA Section isn’t Applicable 

Geology, Soils 
and Seismicity 

 Y There would be no new significant geology, soil or seismicity impacts 
beyond those analyzed in the FEIR. 

  N 

Hazardous 
Materials and 

Waste 

 Y There would be no hazardous material or waste impacts beyond those 
identified in the FEIR. 

 N 

Hydrology 
 Y There would be no new significant hydrology or water quality impacts 

beyond those analyzed in the FEIR.  

 N 

Cultural 
Resources 

 Y Although there would be no new cultural resource impacts beyond those 
identified in the FEIR the project will implement mitigation measure 5.10.1 
for discoveries of human remains and associated or unassociated funerary 
objects and 5.10.2 Archaeological Measure II: Accidental Discovery 
Measures. 

 N 

Traffic and 
Circulation 

 Y There would be no new traffic and circulation impacts beyond those 
identified in the FEIR. 

 N 

Air Quality 
 Y There would be no new air quality impacts beyond those identified in the 

FEIR. 

 N 

Noise and 
Vibration 

 Y 
There will not be additional new significant noise and vibration impacts 
beyond what was analyzed in the FEIR. . 

 N 

Visual 
Resources 

 Y There would be no new significant visual resource impacts beyond those 
analyzed in the FEIR. Impacts of construction activities on scenic vistas, 
scenic resources, and visual character when viewed from the Sunol 
Wilderness (i.e., impact 4.11.1) were determined to be Significant and 
Unavoidable (temporary) although it was also noted that “The proposed 
construction activities in other areas (e.g., staging areas along Calaveras 
Road, the west haul road, Disposal Sites 3,5, and 7, and activities at the 
southern end of the reservoir would not be prominent, if visible at all, 
when viewed from Sunol Wilderness. Their visual impact would be 
minimized by distance and/or obscured by topography.” (FEIR page 4.11-
19, footnote #2). Disposal Site 10, adjacent to Disposal Site 3, would also 
not be prominent due to distance and intervening topography, Impacts of 
construction activities and site disturbance on scenic views from county 
roads (i.e., impact 4.11.4) for the grading of Disposal Site 3 were analyzed 

 N 
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and per the FEIR analysis determined that impacts would be less than 
significant with recontouring and revegetating at the completion of the 
project to minimize visual evidence of disturbance and the impact on scenic 
views from Calaveras Road. Disposal Site 10 which is adjacent to Disposal 
Site 3 is also visible from Calaveras Road which in Alameda County is 
designated as an Alameda County Scenic Route.  Views from Calaveras 
Road to Disposal Site 10 would be similar to views analyzed for Disposal 
Site 3 which is closer than Disposal Site 10 to Calaveras Road. Following 
construction, Disposal Site 10 will be revegetated with native grasses. As 
stated in the FEIR (page 4.11-25) the areas covered with grassland will 
recover relatively quickly (i.e., within a few years) which will minimize visual 
evidence of disturbance and the impact on scenic views from Calaveras 
Road. The impact will be similar to those analyzed and considered less than 
significant. 
 
 

Vegetation and 
Wildlife 

  Y 
There would be a “like-for-like” exchange of non-native grassland habitat 
which is potential California red-legged frog upland/dispersal habitat (FEIR 
Figure 4.4.6) (see Figure 4) and Alameda whipsnake woodland or annual 
grassland contiguous to scrub/shrub habitat (FEIR Figure 4.4.9) (see Figure 
2) for Disposal Site 10. The reduction of workspace at Staging Area 11, 
Barge Access Area, and Marsh Connector Road would be a “like-for-like” 
exchange for the non-native grassland habitat.  There would also be an 
additional reduction of impacts to California tiger salamander habitat of 7.65 
acres (see Figure 3). Additionally, applicable mitigation measures including 
5.4.1 Avoidance and Minimization Measures (i.e., 5.4.1a and 5.4.1b) and 
5.4.3 Compensation Measures will be implemented to reduce impacts to 
less than significant.   
 
 

 N 
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MINOR PROJECT MODIFICATION 
 

 

 
 

SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

  
 

Minor Project Modification Number: 020 Date:  7/9/12 

Project Title: Calaveras Dam Replacement Project 

EP Case No./Project No. 2005.0161E/CUW37401 

MPM Prepared By: Cullen Wilkerson, ECM 

MPM Triggered By:   RFD   PCO Other:   SFPUC 

Landowner: SFPUC   

Vegetative Cover/Land Use: Open water Net Acreage Affected: 
N/A  

Modification to:   Mitigation Measure:    Other:  CEQA Description 

  Permit:  

 
Detailed Description of Minor Project Modification: 
 
Due to unexpected geological issues (i.e., landslides) during excavation of the Left Abutment on Observation Hill, 
the SFPUC is requesting to place additional fill in Disposal Site 2 (see Final Environmental Impact Report Figure 
S.2).   
 
PROJECT DESIGN 

Disposal Site 2 is approximately 16.6 acres (see Figure 1).  The capacity of Disposal Site 2 (DS-2) is approximately 
900,000 cubic yards (cy), as stated in the Calaveras Dam Replacement Project Final Environmental Impact Report 
(FEIR) pages 3.47-48.  The SFPUC requests to increase the amount of fill placement in DS-2 to 1.3 million cy.  A 
total of approximately 400,000 cy of additional fill will be placed in DS-2 which will raise the reservoir bottom in this 
location from an elevation of 650 feet to 720 feet (see Figure 2).  The reservoir water level operating capacity is 756 
feet; therefore the amount of submerged acres (13.9 acres) will not change.  Fill placed at this location will consist 
of non-friable NOA and non-NOA material.   

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS    
The additional amount of fill placed into DS-2 will be submerged (approximately 13.9 acres inundated).  The 
proposed modification will not result in new or additional impacts to the physical, biological, and cultural historic 
environment beyond those analyzed in the Calaveras Dam Replacement FEIR. The SFPUC has received email 
concurrence from the California Department of Water Resources Division of Safety of Dams (DSOD) (see attached 
email) for this modification. 
 
Attachments: 

• Figure 1. - Disposal Site 2 Location  
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• Figure 2 - Disposal Site 2 and Dam Cross Section 

• Email Correspondence for Concurrence from DSOD to place Additional fill in DS2 

Biological   No Resources Present      Resources Present        NA      

Previous Biological Survey Report Reference: 
 
Calaveras Dam Replacement Project FEIR. 
 
 

Cultural   No Resources Present      Resources Present      Within Project APE 

  NA (paved/graveled area and no ground disturbance) 
Cultural Survey Report Reference: 
 
Calaveras Dam Replacement Project FEIR.  
 
 
 
 

Conditions of Approval or Reasons for Denial 

 

 

SFPUC Required Signatures for Environmental Approval:   

 ECCM: Kerry O’Neill  Date: 7/9/12 

                                       Approved         Approved with Conditions (see conditions above)         Denied 

SFPUC agrees that Contractor will abide by the mitigation measures detailed in the CEQA document and project 
permit requirements and have appropriate Specialty Environmental Monitors present where required. 

Charge Code: CUW37401 
 
EP Required Signatures for Approval:   

 Signee: Steven H. Smith  Date: 7/16/2012 

                                     Approved        Approved with Conditions (see conditions above)         Denied 
 
 

CEQA 
SECTION APPLICABLE 

(Y) Define Potential Impact 
or 

(N) Briefly Explain Why CEQA Section isn’t Applicable 

Geology, Soils 
and Seismicity 

 Y There would be no new significant geology, soil or seismicity impacts 
beyond those analyzed in the CDRP FEIR. 

 N 

Hazardous 
Materials and 

Waste 

 Y There would be no impacts beyond those identified in the CDRP FEIR. 

 N 
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Hydrology 
 Y There would be no new significant hydrology or water quality impacts 

beyond those analyzed in the CDRP FEIR. 

 N 

Cultural 
Resources 

 Y There would be no new significant cultural resource impacts beyond those 
analyzed in the CDRP FEIR.  

 N 

Traffic and 
Circulation 

 Y There would be no new traffic and circulation impacts beyond those 
identified in the CDRP FEIR. 

 N 

Air Quality 
 Y There would be no new air quality resource impacts beyond those analyzed 

in the CDRF FEIR. 

 N 

Noise and 
Vibration 

 Y 
There would be no new additional significant noise and vibration impacts 
beyond what was analyzed in the CDRP FEIR. 

 N 

Visual 
Resources 

 Y There would be no new significant visual resource impacts beyond those 
analyzed in the CDRF FEIR. 

 N 

Vegetation and 
Wildlife 

 Y 
There would be no new significant vegetation or wildlife impacts beyond 
those analyzed in the CDRP FEIR. 
   

 N 
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